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Editorial

Make Bugoma Forest Boundary
Survey report public

The boundary opening report for Bugoma Central Forest
Reserve was concludedin August 2022 and the report has
since beensent to the Ministry of Waterand Environment for
appropriate action.

OnNovember 30,2023, the Minister of Lands, Housing
and Urban Development the report to hercounterpartin
Waterand Environment, more thanayearafterthe boundary
opening exercise was concluded by the Department of
Surveysand Mappings.

Thejoint survey exercise on the 41,142 hectares of Bugoma
forest was concluded, leaving stakeholders and claimants
witharayofhope that it would end the long standing dispute
between National Forestry Authority (NFA), Bunyoro- Kitara
Kingdom and Hoima Sugar Limited.

Officials from both the Ministry of Lands and that of Water
and Environment confirmed that the report was submitted
and now pending submission to Cabinet for debate and
subsequentorders.

However, the leaked copy ofthe Bugoma Survey report
raises eyebrows among the Civil Society and a section of
Environmentactivists describingit asashamsayingitdoes
not seemtoaddressthe disputes ofland ownership thatare
pending before courts of law.

InCourt of Appeal, NFAis battling with Hoima Sugar
Limited, Bunyoro-Kitara Kingdom and the Commissioner
for Land Registration over ownership of more than 5700
hectares ofland comprised Bugoma forest reserve in Kikuube
District.

Inaddition also, two otherbodies are challenging the
process ofissuing and the legality of the Environment and
SocialImpact Assessment (ESIA) certificate to Hoima Sugar
Limited.

Bugomaforestisamongthe Central forest reserves where
individuals and companies among them Hoima Sugar Limited
and MZ Agenciesacquired land titles, allegedly without
following the due processofthe law.

Environment activists have demanded that the report be
tabledin Cabinet, make it publicand implement toresolve the
disputesand conserve the forest forthe health environment.

Theleaked report does not highlight sufficient narrative; yes
you seeamap ofthe forest and the marks of differentinterests
butitislackinginterms ofthe narrative.

Bugomais situated in the oil belt where we have ol
exploration and development activities taking place and at the
start ofthe oil project anditisamongthe critical eco-systems
that were cited asimportant environmental resources
perhapswhatis called carbon sinks.
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Bugoma forest dispute: ‘Settle out of court, compensate claimants’

Conservationists say since the boundaries opened have proven that the
claimants are within the forest reserve, Cabinet should present the report
before the courts of law and seek for orders from the encroachers to vacate.

By JalilaNamyalo

he protracted dispute over

ownership of land comprising of

Bugoma Central Forest Reserve in

Kikuube District has taken anew
twist after the survey report that had been seen
toresolve the impasse is challenged.

Conservationistscommend the
government foropening the boundary
of Bugoma CFR saying that it was a good
thing but the leaked survey report does
notinclude orsolve the complexities ofthe
matter.

Anthony Wolimbwa, the National
Coordinatorofthe Climate Action Network
-Uganda (CAN-U) says that since the
courtcases betweenthe National Forestry
Authority (NFA), Bunyoro-Kitara Kingdom,
Hoima SugarLimited and other partiesare
takinglong, the government need toenter
into alternative dispute resolution toensure
conservation ofthe country’s tropical rain
forest.

He addsthat despite the ownership
dispute oftheland at Bugoma pending
before courts oflaw, the forest destruction
has never stopped which calls foraneedfor
the government to settle this dispute out
ofcourtand orbuy offthe interests ofthe
kingdomand otherclaimantsifthereis proof
ofownership.

“Government should have goneinto
negotiation with Bunyoyo-Kitara Kingdom
andalsoget land elsewhere for the kingdom
equivalenttothatlandit claims orgive them
money to buy elsewherelike it didin Mbale.
Forotherclaimants, the government should
work with the kingdomto compensate the
claimants becauseall ofthem claimthey got
land from the kingdom,” he says.

According to Wolimbwa, the survey
report shows that most ofthe claimants
arewithinthe forest reserve but claiming
that they got the land from Bunyoro-Kitara
Kingdomyet the governmentalsosaysitis
forestland gazetted underthe Law.

Hesaysthatthereisneedto
know what the actual boundaries
were originally and whose land was
itand that afterboundary opening
and knowing all these complexities,
the government should sitwith the

Now we know from the report that
the claimants are within the known
boundaries of the forest reserve,
so we should compensate these
guys to get out. The questionis
how much but the government
should do as it has done elsewhere
but we shall look at it on the
conservation side. Government
should buy land and give it to
Hoima sugar,”

Anthony Wolimbwa, the National
Coordinator of the Climate Action
Network - Uganda

kingdomto have the dispute resolved.

Wolimbwa suggests that since the
boundaries opened have proven thatthe
claimants are withinthe forest reserve,
Cabinet should present the report before
the courts oflaw and seek for orders from
the encroacherstovacate.

Asthereportis, Wolimbwa says thatall
the people within the boundaries should
vacate the forestland and cabinet should
comeclearonthat.

“Ifthese people were givenlandin
errorby the kingdom, they must sit
and have compensation. The kingdom
must compensate them but to befair
enoughand given the historical basis, the
government should sit with the kingdom
of Bunyoroto resolve thismatter. They
canevencompensate because we cannot
replace this forest withany otherthing, itis
difficult,almostimpossible to say the least
because a naturalforest will not regenerate
anywhere,” he adds.

Wolimbwa further suggests: “There
sometimeswhere you have to
putthelawasideintheissue
ofconservation, the same
thinginwetlands andyou
compensate even whenthe
destroyersencroached or
not. Just get out of your
skinand compensate
because you mayfind
people have gottentitles
before1995. Youare not
goingtocreateanatural
forest orwetland orto
solve the problem the
natural reserves solve.

What youdo,just compensate where you
canbecause the law mayoperate uptoa
certainextent but ask yourself, shall the law
solve the problem100 percent?”

Heexplainsthatthereisaneedforan
alternative dispute resolution because the
conservationvalueis higherthan anything
else that the forest provides and thatyou
cannotfinditanywhere.

“Now we know from the report that the
claimantsare within the knownboundaries
ofthe forest reserve, sowe should
compensate these guystogetout. The
questionishow much but the government
shoulddoasithasdone elsewhere but we
shalllook at it on the conservation side.
Government should buy land and give it to
Hoimasugar,” Wolimbwa adds.

He says: “Itisvery possible to send away
Hoima Sugarbecause we are looking at
the conservationvalue and sugarcanescan
be grown anywhere but the forest cannot
grow anywhere. Hoima Sugar Limited
canbe compensated but ofcourse it will

be onahighervalue but we are looking
atconservationthathasbeen
hereforover100yearsand
it shall stay formore100
yearsifconserved unlike the
sugarcane whichis going to
bethereforafewyears.”
Fromthe conservation
point ofview, Wolimbwa
saysyouare better off
compensatingall
the

claimantsonthatland and for others who
have doneinvestments like Hoima sugar.

“The government should find
alternative land for Hoima sugarlike it has
been doing for otherinvestors. Why not
Hoima Sugar, why do they particularly
wantthat piece ofland. Government
should doacost benefitanalysis and find
anotherlandforthe companyandleave
thisforconservation, iftheyleave, it will
regenerate automatically. But if we wait
forthe court process, what will be the
effect onthe forest, where willthe forest
be? Formelthink we need anotherform
ofdispute resolution more achievable
thanthe court processes.”

Currentlythe NFAisembroiledin
protracted legal battles with Bunyoro-
Kitara Kingdom and Hoima Sugar Limited
since 2016 when the Kingdomacquired a
land title and controversially leased it to
the Sugar Companyfor 99 yearswithin
threedays.

Inthe case, the forestry body is seeking
forcourtdeclarations that the king’s
stayand utilisation ofthe natural forest
reserveisillegaland amounts to trespass.

The Omukama of Bunyoro- Kitara
Kingdomisjointly accused with Hoima
Sugar Limited and Uganda Land
Commission (ULC) overfraudulent
concealmentwhen he applied fora
freehold title for part of the forest land
whichwas granted by the ULC.

NFA had asked the Ministry of Lands,
Housing and Urban Development to
cancellandtitlesissuedin
Bugoma Central
Foresttoenable

themtosecure

theintegrity
ofnatural
resources.

There hasbeenon-going destruction
oftheforest reserve bylocals purporting
tobeworkingondirectives ofthe king
toclaim 8000 hectares from Bugoma
Forestreserve.

Jjalirajuma@gmail.com
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‘Bugoma forest

boundary

opening report

Is political’

November 2023, the Ministry of Lands, Housing and
rban Development submitted the Bugoma Forest
boundary opening report to the Ministry of Waterand
Environment foraction. The report was released a year
afterthe conclusion ofthe boundary opening exercise in
August 2022. The Executive Director of Civic Response on
Environment and Development (CRED), Mr Bashir Twesigye
spoke to Wemnet-U's Ephraim Kasoziabout the reportinan

interview. Below are the excerpts.

Qn:Please speak about the
importance of Bugoma forest
reserve.

Ans: Bugoma Forestisanimportant
resource, whenlwasin primary school,
theyusedtotellusthatitisanimportant
resourceinthe countryanditwasthe
second largest forestreserve at that
time. Itiscertainly veryimportant to
thelocalcommunitiesaroundit.l have
worked with the communities next to
theforestand theydependedonthat
forestforanumberofpurposesincluding
theirlocal climate, forest products like
medicine. Now that the forest hasbeen
cut, they are exposed tothe vagaries
ofclimate change; they cannotaccess
herbal medicines and other products. Itis
unfortunate that this forest has been cut
downanditis continuingtobe cutdown
by the Sugar company, Hoima Sugar
Limited.

Qn: Comment about the survey
report

Ans:Froma private sectorand civil
society perspective, theinformation
thatwe haveissolimited, thereisan
asymmetry ofinformation regarding
this forest which hasbeen a source of
controversyforthelast more thanfive
years. Ourunderstandingas civil society
isthat the cabinet orderedforthe

Bugoma

forest boundary openingtosolve
anumberofissues. The keyoneto
determine the extent ofthisforest at the
timeitwasgazetted. The government
wasalsointerested in knowing what
interests have arisen overtime withinthe
boundaries ofthis forestincluding people
whoclaimcustomaryinterestsandthose
who have gone ahead and processed land
titlesintheforest.

Whatlseeisnotclearwhetherthe
boundary openingisforcoordinates at
thetime ofthe gazette because thereisa
discrepancy between the acreage at the
time ofthe gazette and what the ministry
oflands has come up with.

Althoughthe survey reportlisted the
interests claimedinthe forest, it has not
detailed the history ofthose interests.
Forinstance;ifMZ Agencieshasaland
titleinthe Bugomaforest, it would be
relevant forthe report tocapture when
he acquired thatinterestand underwhat

circumstancesdid he get thistitle, what
acreage did he acquire, whetherhe has
transferred hisinterest or partof it to
otherpeople. Therefore we donot seem
toseesufficient detailsinthe report. This
means that the controversy will continue
because some ofthe questions are not
solved.

The report does not highlight sufficient
narrative;yesyou see amap ofthe forest
and the marks ofdifferentinterests but
itislackingintermsofthe narrative. We
needtohearacoherent storybecause so
many stories have been told but we are
now relying on the ministry oflands and
itscounterpartstotellorpresentsolid
evidence. Tothe extent that the report
does not provide that narrative on what
exactly happenedis problematic. Also
the reportdoesnot seemtodrawany
conclusions. Itishanging, itis presenting
information thatis presentedinaway
they seemnot to be sure because it does
not tellexactly whatis happening.

Eco-Guardian

Ithink thisreport willcreate
further confusioninour
leadership, the cabinet who
commissioned thisreportand
thedistrict because theyare
notsure andit willcreate more
anguishtothelocalcommunities
who are suffering because of
destruction ofthisforest.

Currently we are working
with the local communitiesand
the boundariesare notclear,
Hoima Sugar Limited and some
ofitsagentsare even moving
beyondthe boundaries, they
are movingintocommunity
heldland stealing their crops
whichisasource oftensionto
thelocalcommunitiesand also
underminestheirlivelihood.

[ think the report falls short of
what we expected; we expected
somethingconcrete, reliable
and error proofthat would guide
the government regarding how
itmanagestheissues ofBugoma
butwe have not achieved that
objective.

Qn: How do you describe
this report with allthose
gaps?

Ans:Itlookslike a political
report. Whenyou have
technocrats whodo not want
totakeastandlikethe way

politicians do, that does not help.
While youmay not say thatitisa
forged report, it seems political
becauseitdoesnotseemto
conclusively resolve issues of
which it was commissioned for.

Qn: What should be done
toresolve the disputes now
that we have this kind of
report?

Ans:Ithinkitisthe mandate
ofcabinet,an entity which
commissioned thiswork to
review this report tofind out
whetherthere are unanswered
questions. Itisthe cabinet’sduty
todirectthatthose questions
arere-investigated and theyare
resolved because beyond this
report, we shallbe moving to
anotherchapterwhere thereis
confusion.

Itisimportthatifwhat we are
seeing hereisthe reportthat
shallbe presentedto cabinet;
itisimportant that the cabinet
reviewsit,identifies the gaps
andwhereitis not satisfied
aboutthefindingsandwhere it
thinksthereisinformationthat
islacking,|think the best option
would be that cabinet orderthe
relevant ministry toaddress
those questionsthat cabinet
would have come up with.

Qn: Yourealise that this
reporttook more thanayear
tocome outbutevenwhenit
came out and before it came
out, destructionis on-going,
whatis yourtake on this?

Ans: Obviouslyit (report)
suggeststhat there are big
playersinthisbutalsothe
entitiesand people whoare
destroying the forestand
gettingallthis confusionare
powerful butlbelieve thereis
noinstitution or people thatare
more powerful than the cabinet.

[thinkifit took a stand
andordered, lamsure the
responsibleinstitutions;
ministry oflands, ministry of
waterand environmentand
National Forestry Authority
shalldothejobasdirected and
expected tobringoutconcrete
information onwhich the
cabinetcanbaseits decision.

Qn: You talked about the
tension and threats. Exactly
thatis what happensto
the peopleliving nearthe
forestreserve, whatis your
take onthisinregardto
humanrights and people are
fighting for theirrightstoa
clean and safe environment

but as they fight for it, many
gotoprison, others are being
arrested and others going
under stress. Yourealise
that others have lost part of
theirland,whatisyourtakeon
this?

Ans:Ithink thisissue of
Bugomahasbecomevery
difficult because there are
powerful players on board who
donotcare about human rights
andthelivelihoods oflocal
people. My organization (CRED)
has supported afew peoplein
thelocal communities who have
beenarrested.

Thereareleadersaroundthe
forestwhohave beenarrested
and | have been supporting most
ofthemthrough theircriminal
prosecutionand recentlyin
February one ofthe caseswas
dismissed. It waseven never
beenheard, thereisalotof
impunity thatis goingonwhere
people have lost livelihoods.

Poor people who cannot
afford two meals aday, their
crops have beentakenover
by powerful peopleinthe
district security that have
actually exploited the confusion
and have become the new
landlordsinareas between
the community and the Hoima
Sugar’sinterest. Sowe have
found agroup ofnewlandlords
that have occupied acleargap
there and theyare beatingup
communities, confiscating
people’s property and crops
while taking advantage ofthe
situation. Itisunfortunate that
people who have beencitedin
these casesare the people who
areresponsible forsecurity
inthe districtanditbecomes
difficult onhowto handle and
address that situationfor
community people. Forinstance
acommunity memberinavillage
called Rwenkobe, it becomes
more challenging.

ekasozi333@gmail.com
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Worry as Uganda’s tropical forest
turned into cultivation areas

The destruction of Bugoma Central Forest Reserve started when the Omukama
(King) of Bunyoro Kitara leased out more than 5700 hectares of forest land to
Hoima Sugar Limited.

THE
FOREST

forest plays
anumber
of'rolesin
protecting
ecosystems,
stabilizing the
climate, and
promoting
tourismin
the country;
the forest is
habitat for
wild animals
and numerous
tree species,

without notice of NFA.
Asregards theimpact,
Asabawarnsthatthe
drought willcome saying
that whentheforestis
completely destroyed,
thereisnowater,norain.
Inafewyearstocomewe
are going to sufferfrom
dryspellsand extreme
weatherconditions.
Desire Nkurunziza, a
localleaderat Nyairongo
areasaysthat Bugoma
forestis now for Hoima
Sugarand foragriculture
by the welltodoand
protectedindividuals.
He saysthatthe
cultivators startedas
encroacherswho later

soitis turnedouttoclaim
important for ownership of different
Part of destroyed forest waiting for planting in Nyairongo biodiversity parts ofthe forest
By EPHRAIMKASOZI Themovethatsparked  and determination. conservation. Lisuen"cf:@ﬁgﬁﬁhs?rﬁﬂhe
& JALIRANAMYALO protracted legal battles Activistsand local the nf;‘i‘:]'"a Y theminside the forest.
involving the National residents residingadjacent . Nkurunziza says that
sneakthrough  Forestry Authority (NFA) tothe Bugoma Central ec;).n_zrryc it started with groups
EabWOY:hﬁmdb against the Omukamaof Forest Reserve are crying B(;;\r/: dya or doingillegalloggingand
cgﬁggs insu BunyoroKitaraandthe foul sayingthat despite the ismainly charcoal burning before
Kikuube District expecting Commissionerforland pendingcourt cases. agriculture cultivators embarked on
to see grown trees and registration. Deo Asabalsoke, T ——— é cropgrowing despite the
bushes that covered large Inthe same struggle resident of Kaseeta fsheries effortsand pending cases
tractswillnowleadyouinto  Civil Society organisations  Village livingadjacent to before the courts of law.
plantations. alsosued the National Bugoma forest says that a;rllong d “Allthe activities are
Areasthatusedtobe EnvironmentManagement ~ Theforestnowisfinished, Oh er: an goingon under the watch
coveredbytreesarenow  Aythorityand HoimaSugar  theyare cuttingdown the thatt :ty ng of those in authority
occupied ma_lnly by sugar Limited forissuancea forest, people are burning ;L: Ppo! te Y Andtomake matter.s
caneandmaizeplantations.  disputed Environmentand  charcoal and taking timber f%ems ence worse, the government
Thedestruction of SocialImpact Assessment  and manythings are being ]? ugoma went s,ilenton the survey
Bugoma Central Forest Report thatallowed the done there todestroy the orest. reportwhichwe thought
Reservestarted yvhen sugarfirmtodestroythe forest totally by people would help stop the
the Omukama (King) of forest forcane plantation.  whoare encouraged by destructionand reverse
BunyoroKitaraleased out The casescurrently NFAbecausealay man the process,” he laments
morethan5700hectares  stagnatedinthe Courtof cannotcarryamachineto Accor‘din’g to '
offorestlandtoHoima Appeal pending hearing theforestandcuttrees Nkurunziza. in June
SugarLimited. ’
...... 8

2022,aconsentagreement
between cultivators of
Nyairongo and Hoima Sugar
Limited was signed directing
more than 500 farmers to
vacate the reserve land butonly
be allowed to harvest theircrops
andvacate the forestland butin
vain.

He revealed thatthe
cultivatorsfrom thevillages
of Nyairongo, Karokarungi,
Rwenkobe, Rwembaho,
Nyambogo and Kabegaramire
were said to beillegally planting
theircrops namely maize, beans,
Irish potatoesand millet.

“lcommitted myselfon
behalfofthe local residents that
oncethe cropsmatureandare
harvested, they will not go back
toplant newcrops. These crops
were totake 3months,” says
Nkurunzizaadding that they had
agreed that whoeverwould be
foundintheforestlandafter, that
personwould be atrespasser
and charged in courts oflaw for
criminal trespass.

While appealing for
theimplementation ofthe
presidential directiveson
Bugoma, Nkurunzizalaments
that despite theireffort tosave
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the country’s natural resource,
authoritiesin Hoimaand
Kikuube districts have since
turned against them by way of
arrestsandimprisonment to
threatentheirlivesandsilence
them.

Hassan Mugenyi, theleader
ofthe Save Bugoma campaign
in Kyangwalisub county area
saysthat theyare worried that
the strong winds would destroy
theirhomesafterdestruction of
the forest.

“Very soonwe shallface
starvation resulting fromlong
dryspells because the forest
whichactedasthe catchmentis
nomore. Eventhose cropsfrom
whichtheyare earningnow are
notsustainable,” he warns.

Conservationists say that by
allowing Hoima Sugar limited
totake part of Bugomaforest
was one ofthe biggest mistakes
thatthe governmentingeneral
aswellasthe ministry oflands
and Nemadid and thatunless
Hoima Sugaris chased out of
the forest.

Theysay thatitisunlikely
that the country shallstop the
destruction ofthe entire forest
becauseinordertosave the

forest, Hoima Sugarneedsto
be put out ofthe forestland but
alsothe Ministry oflands must
urgently share with the public
the results ofthe boundary
opening exercise that they
undertook between2021and
2022.

Bugomaforest playsa
numberofrolesinprotecting
ecosystems, stabilizingthe
climate,and promoting tourism
inthe country; the forestis
habitat forwild animalsand
numeroustree species, soit
isimportant for biodiversity
conservation.

Generally the main
economicactivity for Uganda
ismainly agriculture, tourism
andfisheriesamongothersand
that theyare supported by the
existence of Bugomaforest.

Thismeansthatevery
Ugandan needsto be fightingto
save the forestsoastosavethe
economicvalue we get from the
forest.

David Kureeba, an
environmentalist describes
the ongoingdestructionasa
disastersayingwithactivities
like automobiles suchas
graders, tractors, trailers that
would be movinginthatarea,
certainlyyouneedasystem
that would sequesteralot of
carbonthatisemitted.

“Theunfortunate factis
thatinthe same region, they
constructedanairport.lamyet
tofind out whetherthat wasnot
partwas not part ofthe offset
becauseifyouhave anairport,
youneedtohaveanaviation
emission offset. IfBugomais
oneofthose offsets, whatis the
otheroffsetnot thatitis being
givenaway?”
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By JALIRANAMYALO

navisit tohomes in

Kaseeta parish and

Nyairongo villages,

you find most
women doing house cores,some
loitering while others gathered in
conversations but without being
involved in any activity seen to
generate income.

Some ofthe women spend
mostoftheirtimein gatherings
which have lessimpact on their
livelihood forlack oftangible
results.

Thewomenresiding
adjacent to Bugomaforest
reserve lament that since

omen counting |

activities through which they
usedtoearnsomeincomewere
curtailed thereby negatively
impacting on theirfamilies.
Describing Bugoma forest
asasource ofthe raw materials
fortheirhandmadeitemslike
baskets, mats, walking sticks
aswellaswhite auntsand
mushroomforsauce and poles
forconstruction, the women say
thatallisnomore.
HellenKabanyoro, aresident
ofKaseetavillage lamentsthat
withthe destructionof Bugoma
Central Forest Reserve, the
women have lostimmensely
and thattheyare undergoing

“Because of the di-
sappearing forest
cover, we have star~
ted seeing rivers
drging up for exam-
ple Rivers like Ruto-
hwa and Hohwa are
drging up especiallg
(luring sun shine and
other small chan~
nel are also affected
and this too has star~

lowered.

“We havelostalotandthe
listisendless. Startingfrom the
raw materials whichwe used
togetforhandcrafts,weno
longer have access tothemand
eventhechildrenatschoolcan
nolongerstudy because the
source of materials have since
been destroyed. We cannot
explainwhat happened onthose
lessons. We are only allowed to
gototheforestatthe weekend
(Saturdays and Sundays) but
evenahandleforahoe,you
arenotallowedtogetitand
once caughtwithitorgettingit,
youare serious canned,” says

thecommencementofthe ) . . . .
destruction ofthe forest, the difficult situations because ted unpactln& onour Kabanyoro. )

familyincome and feeding have water sources, She says: “We cannolonger
...... 1 O
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osses as Bugoma being extinct

get polestoconstruct bedsfor
ourtobaccoandhouses, unless
you bribe the officials (omukulu)
but most ofus donot have the
money to give bribes. Some of
us (women) are widows with no
supportbutyoucannotgoto
cutapoletoconstructasmall
house, we resorted to bricks
which again are expensive forus
withnosourcesofincome.”
Asan old woman, Kabanyoro
says that she would be earning
from handcrafts to get basic
needs oflife but she cannot
access raw materialsfromthe
foresttomake themyetsheand
othershave orphansintheir
homeswho cannolongerafford
togotoschoolforlackofdues.

“Tooursurprise, we hear
and see the forest disappearing
andwe are worried about the
effectsand because theyare
goingtobedisastroustous;
lose most cultural sitesand
materialsis alsonegative to us.
Why do not we say that we have
lostand alot ofthings?” she
wonders.

According to Kabanyoro,
theyarenotallowedtoaccess
theforestonweek days
(Mondayto Friday) and that
iffound, theyare beatenand
orarrested andfined money;
“soyoucannotgotherewhen
youdo nothave the money
topayfine. The maleswho go
there steal fullyare chased
andinallthis,womencannot
be spared from being raped
by those cutting timberand
farmworkers because theyare

sexually starved while at work.”
Forfirewood, Kabanyoro
says they have since resorted to
using maize cob, stems, leaves
and othervegetation to cook
andthat they are wondering
where the people cultivating,
cuttingtimberand others
burning charcoal in the forest
are getting the permission from
and howdotheyenterbecause
forthe forestis disappearing.
“Because of the disappearing
forest cover, we have started
seeingriversdrying upfor
example Rivers like Rutohwa
and Hohwaare dryingup
especially during sunshine
andothersmallchannelare
alsoaffected and thistoohas
startedimpactingonourwater
sources,” sheadds.
LovinsaNamatovu,awoman
leaderat Nyairongo Parish says

that during the boundary opening
forBugoma Forest, the women
andtheleaderswere notinvolved
butinsteadforcedtobackoffthe
exercise with use ofthe gun.

“...wewere puton gunpoint so
we stopped following themand
evenourleaderswere denied
chanceto participate. We were
kicked offthe exercise but we
evendo not know the outcome of
the (boundary opening) exercise
because the report hasneverbeen
revealedtous,”shelaments.

Namatovu awomen council
leadersaysthat there isconfusion
inmatters regarding Bugoma
forest because eventhe projects
we (community) were supposed to
beaccessingareinvain.

Sherevealsthatat the start
ofdestroying the forest, the
communitieslivingadjacent to
the reserve were promised that
some roads would be upgraded,
hospitals built and facilitated
andalototherthingsthatwere
promised while sensitisingus to
allow cutting of part of the forest
were never provided.

“We are now livingin human
-wildlife conflicts because the
habitats forthe wild animals
were destroyed sothey come to
people. Chimpanzees attacked
Karokarungivillage and the
chairpersonreported the matter
but they (authorities) just came
and sensitised ustoagreeand
leave with those animals,” she
cried.

Accordingto Namatovu,
people’s plants are destroyed
by the wild animals but theyare
not compensated; “and we also
have a high rate of'school drop
outsincluding girlswhowere
impregnated by people cutting the
forestand are now baring children
without knowing theirfathers.”

jalirajuma@gmail.com
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Bugoma forest land hired to
cultivators at Shs300,000 per acre

—~~ ”0

Desire Nkurun-
ziza (right) with
colleague during
ameeting at
Nyairongo Village

By EPHRAIMKASOZI

ugoma Central
forest reserve in

the Midwestern
Uganda has been
turned into farms for cultivation
as the destruction of the green

belt spanning two districts in the
mid-western Uganda is ongoing
unabated.

Itisallegedthat cultivators
pay Shs300,000 peracre every
seasonbutnoreceiptisissued
tothecultivatorsandthatthe

sameis paid through agents who

areworking secretly as spies
forthoseinauthority in Kikuube
District.

Localleaders say that there
isagroup comprising ofthose
inauthority who recruiteda
sectionofcommunity members
asagentstocollect money
from timberdealers, charcoal
traderswhodestroy the forest
before the landis hired ourto
cultivators who grow maize, Irish
potatoesandbeans.

Desire Nkurunziza, alocal
leaderat Nyairongo area says

that Bugomaforestis now for

“They (authorities) have their
agentsinthevillageswho collect
moneywhere an acre goes
for Shs300,000 perseason
andtheydonotissuereceipts.
Therefore whenyou gotocourt
youwillhave no proof;” he says.
AJune 2022 document titled
‘consentagreementbetween
cultivators of Nyairongo and
Hoima Sugar Limited’ shows
thatatotal of109 people
representing other cultivators

Hoima Sugarand for agr*icultur‘e.l
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in Kikuube District.

agreedtoonlybeallowedto
harvest theircropsandvacate
theforestland butinvain.

Inthe letter, the chairperson
ofLocal council1ofthevillages
ofNyairongo, Karokarungi,
Rwenkobe, Rwembaho,
Nyambogo and Kabegaramire,
Mr Desire Nkuruziza stood
suretyforthe cultivators who
were said to be illegally planting
theircrops namely maize, beans,
Irish potatoes and millet.

Duringthe June 2022
meeting held at the office
ofthe Resident District
Commissioner (RDC), theland
that was being encroached upon
was said to be for Hoima Sugar
Limited.

“lcommit myselfon behalf
ofthelocal residentsthat
oncethe crops mature and
are harvested, theywillnot go
back to plant new crops. These
cropswilltake 3months, that is

Land comprising part of Bugoma forest opened up for planting

June, Julyand August
2022, readstheletter
adding; “Whoeverwill
be foundinthisland
afterthis period will
be atrespasserand
chargedincourts
oflawforcriminal
trespass.”
MrNkuruziza’s
letterwas
witnessed by
BuhaguziMP
Francis Kazini,
Kikuube
Resident
District

Commissioner Amlan
Tumusiime, Kikuube District
Speaker Christopher Nkalu,and
District Councilor representing
Kabwoya Risah Kwikirizias well
asHoima Sugarrepresentative
G. Supesh.

Inaninterview, Nkuruziza

says
thatthose
cultivators were described
asencroachersand that they
agreed withauthorities never
toreturnafter harvest oftheir
crops.

“Butsince then, the people
are cultivatingwithout any
hindranceyetthe RDCandthe
chairperson ofthe districtand
otherauthorities are aware of
thedestruction,”he said.

Asked whythe destruction
has persisted despite the
presence ofthe district security
committee, Nkuruziza referred
the mattertothe RDC whomhe
described asthe chairperson of
securityinthearea.

Asourcewhodeclinedtobe
named saidinaninterview that
ameeting comprising ofthe
RDC and police chiefsand their
agentswasheld on March 4 this
yearwhereitwasagreed that
Shs800 million be collected to
bribe high profile people at the
National Forestry Authority
andthe National Environment

Management
Authority (Nema) to
allowthe cultivators.

Accordingto
the source, Bugoma
forestisattheverge
ofextinctionwiththe
ongoingcurtailinvolving
the peopleinauthority.
Hassan Mugenyi,
the chairperson of Save
Bugoma Forest campaign
atlocallevel says that
currently people disguising
asHoima Sugar Limited
aredestroying the forest
since the company came with
authority andlandtitle toown
andwork fromthe forest land.

“IfHoima SugarLimited does
not stop them, noone will stop
them. Therefore for us we know
thatitisHoima Sugarthatis
destroying the forest because
it started with the project to
destroyit,”he adds.
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Survey Report reveals how Bugoma
forest reserve was shared

By EPHRAIMKASOZI

leaked survey report
for the boundary
opening of Bugoma
Forest Reserve
in Kikuube District is pending
submission to Cabinet for debate
and final directions.

OnNovember 30,2023,
the Minister ofLands, Housing
andUrban Development, Ms
Judith Nabakooba submitted
the report to the Ministry of
Waterand Environment for
appropriate action.

The report was submitted
more thanayearafterthe
conclusion ofthe boundary
opening exercise that was
conducted by the Department
of Surveys and Mapping.

Thisfolloweda 2019
Cabinetdirectivetoopenthe
boundaries of Bugoma forest
asameasuretoresolve the
protracted legal disputes
pitying National Forestry
Authority (NFA),agovernment
agency thatis mandatedto
protectand manageall central
forest reservesacrossthe
countryand Bunyoro-Kitara
Kingdom aswellascompanies
suchasHoima SugarLimited
and MZ Agencies.

The report whose excerpts
are herewith below highlights
the boundaries ofthe tropical
rain forest with claimants
thereonbut does not give
details ofhow the claimants
cametopossessthe reserve
land.

WhilelistingNFAasa
claimant, the survey report lists
23 claimants ofthe disputed
forestland without giving their
history and recommendations.
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‘CABINET DIRECTIVE ON SURVEY AND OPENING UP BOUNDARIES IN
BUGOMA CENTRAL FOREST RESER\/E il

Reference is made to a letter Refs DEA /96/269/01, dated 31t August 2020,
written by the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Water and Environment
addressed to the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban
Development on the above captioned subject matter.

Please find enclosed the Survey and Opening Up Boundaries in Bugoma
Central Forest Reserve Report prepared by the Department of Swveys and

Mapping as per the Cabinet Directive No. 165 (CT 2019) for your appropriate
action.

Yours sincerely,
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MINISTER OF LANDS, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

CC: The Minister of State for Water
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The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Water and Environment

The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban Development
The Executive Director, National Forest Aui sthority
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THE REPUBLIGOF UGRNDA

MINISTRY OF LANDS, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
CABINET DIRECTIVE TO SURVEY AND OPEN
BOUNDARIES OF BUGOMA CENTRAL FOREST
RESERVE

By

MINISTRY OF LANDS, HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT

30 NOVEMBER 2023
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TINTRODUCTION

Cabinet under mimute 465 (CT 2019) directed the Ministry of Water
and Emovironment to open the boundaries of Bugoma Central Forest

- Reserve (CFR) ‘to: -

1) Determine whether Hoima Bugar encroached onto the Bugoma CFR land.
2) Resolve other pending boundary wverification exercises ordered by
court and ensure the conservation of the forest.

The Permanent BSecretary, Ministry of Water and Environment
regquested the Permanent Secretary Ministry of Lands, Housing and
Urban Development tec assign a team of Surveyors to join a team
from National Forest Authority (NFA) and the Ministry of Water
and Enviromment (MWE) in implementing the afore mentioned Cabinet
Directiwve.

The Commissioner Surveys and Mapping and a team of surveyors from
the Department of surveys and Mapping, the Ministry of Water and
Environment and NFA travelled to Hoima district on the 14t
December 2020 to embark on the implementation of this directive.

L/OCATION

Bugoma ‘Central Forest Reserve is a protected tropical forest that
is located in Kikuube District north of Kagadi District and south
of Hoima District in Western Uganda.

CONTROL DATZ USED

a) Control data from Department of surveys and mapping, Entebbe
(Uganda Geodetic Reference Frame Network, UGRFN) .

b) Prints from the Department of Surveys and Mapping
(CIM _47_2 E N, CIM_47_4_E N, CIM 48 1 E N and CIM‘'48 3 E N),

c) Topographic Maps (47_2, 47_4, 48_1 and 48 3),
d) Boundary Plans (BP 1507 & BP 16§7)

e) and Ortho-photo) were used as base maps for the survey.

(O8]
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INSTRUMENTS AND SOFTWARE USED:

1. Sets of GNSS receivers (Single frequency and Geodetic)
2. Several Laptop Computers
3. ArcMap 10.8
4. Autodesk AutoCAD Civil 3D 2018
METHODOLOGY

L Reconnailsgsance, Mobilization and Sensitization

The implementation of the Cabinet Directive on the survey and

opening of boundaries of Bugoma central forest reserve gtarted

with mobilization, Sensitization and recomnnaissance.

Several preparatory meetings were held at wvarious stages with
the first preparatory meeting held at the Ministry of Lands,
Housing and Urban Development on the 08th of October 2020.

In the meeting it was agreed that an Instruction to Survey (IS)
for Bugoma CFR be issued by Commissioner Surveys and Mapping to
survey and process the survey field data at the Ministry Zonal
Office for the purposes of Bugoma CFR delineated in the National
Land Information System.

The Commissioner Surveys and Mapping and a team of SUrveyors
from the Department of surveys and Mapping, the Ministry of Water
and Environment and NFA travelled to Hoima and Kikuube Districts

on the 14t December 2020 to embark on the implementation of this

directive.

Stakeholder engagement meetings were held with the District Local
Government leaders, Bunyoro Kitara Kingdom and Security Organs at
the Regional and District level Ffrom the 15%h% to the 17th of
December 2020.

During these stakeholder engagements, the team received feedback
and guidance from the different District Security Organs that the

timing was not the best to proceed with the implementation of the
4
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Cabinet Directiwve especially that it was & political season. That
this would stretch the security organs hence they may Fail to
provide adequate security for the survey teams durimg the

implementations.

The RDC and RPC requested that the exercise be put on halt and
promised that they would keep Team informed of when the
implementation of the directive should begin and therefore the

exercise was halted on the 18th of December 2020.

The implementation of the Cabinet Directive on the survey and
cpening ©of boundaries of Bugoma Central Forest reserve resumed on
the 15%% ©of November 2021 with mobilization, Sensitization,
reconnaissance, control extension, Boundary opening and Pillar
Emplacement.

Several stzkeholder engagement meetings were held at various
stages. Boundary opening survey for the Bugoma CFR and pillar
emplacement was embarked on and moved on covering a total of
132.8Xm of the cutline.

However, during the boundary opening and pillar emplacement,
communities mear the forest weserve, local leaders and Bunyoro
Kitara Kingdom complained that they were mot part and partial of
the exercise. They raised concerms that NFA was in the lead and
yet they expected the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban
Development to take the lead in the implementation wof the
directive. The exercise was again halted by the Kikuube Resident
District Commissioner during a meeting on the 21st December 2021
in which it.was resolved that all stakeholders be engaged and
consulted with a clear methodology and terms of reference if the

survey and boundary opening is to be successful.

Another attempt at the implementation of the cabinet directive
was empbarked on the 17th of February 2022 under the following
Terms of Reference (ToR) ;

1. Receive documents on land ownership including Court cases
from all claiming ownership of part of the Bugoma CFR for
further verification.

Eco-Guardian

2. Resume and complete the opening and marking of the
.remaining 51 Jkm of boundary of Bugoma Central ForesE
Reserve as per the boundary  plans and gazetting
instruments

3. Determine whether Hoima Sugar Limited encroaches on the
Bugoma Central Forest Reserve

4. Assess the Impact of other pending beoundary wverification
exercigses (ag ordered by court) on the Forest

5. Emplacement of concrete boundary pillars on the set-out
boundary line.

6. Compile a comprehensive report for the exercise

7. Present the field survey findings to the stakeholders

The methodeology revolved around the following;

a) Gathering and analyzing of all relevant spatial data of the
area (such as CFR boundary plans, charted surveys plus the
offers from District Land Boards)

b) Mobilizing the wvarious local authorities (Bunyoro Kingdom,
RDC, LC 5 , all the claimants and the affected at village
level)

c) Sensitizing the communities that earn a living in the
vicinity of the CFR

d) Comprehensive Report generating complete with the
accompanying maps

e) Presentation of the report to the wvarious authorities

Several land ownership documents were received from twenty-eight
(28) persons (See List of Documents attached). Out of the twenty-
eight documents received, thirteen (13) were verified by ministry
of Lands, Housing and Urban Development while the others were
submitted to Bunyoro Kitara Kingdom since they all alleged to
have been offered the land by the Omukama of Bunyoro Kingdom.

The team that travelled to Masindi Ministry Zonal Office to
verify the land ownership documents provided discovered several
other attempted surveys and land registrations within and around
the forest reserve (See Map attached)

6
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FINDINGS

In late July =and earl August 2022, the boundary opening was LOCATION OF CLATMANTS IN RELATION TO BUGOMA FOREST RESERVE BE
Y ¥ = B H = 1507 AND 2637 OF JIANUARY 1862
t TR % .

s
“ARCLIGHT™ 1
PLAN FRING §TRIP T

Prammg 40 5703000

finally completed.

Also several claimants parcels were mapped to clearly locate them
on the overall report
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Claimants From The Survey And Boundary Opening Of Bugoma CFR

Acres) in
Kyangwali Estate

Title (Volume
HQT887 Folio 12)
Plot 216 Block 2
Buhaguzi

Copy of Search
Statement dated
10" June 2021

NEMA ESTA
Certificate

Court Judgement
arising out of

Civil Suit No:

0031 of 2016 at
Masindi

NO | CLAIMANT CLATIM BASIS OF CLAIM REMARKS
1 NATIONAL Approximately Statutory Instrument | The
FORESTRY ) No. 63 “the Forest perimeter is
AUTHORITY tiixe hagtaros Reserves witnessed by
of land with a (Declaration) majestic
. . " concrete
total perimeter Order, 1998 pillars
of 177km. standing
! 0ld maps (F.D. Map 1.1lm above
132.Jkn of this REF No.BN/63,map ground level
boundary is a sheet reference (See map in
cutline while 47/2,4; 48/1,3) armex 1)
44 .5km of the
, Boundary plans
boundary is BP.1507, and 1637 The Boundary
marked by plans have
natural features clear@y
marked
including river turning
Nkusi (37.4km) , BoluER.
river The boundary
- ! plans
Nyakatete (3.7km) compute to a
and river total area
s of
Kamugamba (3 .4Km) 39,492,620
hectare. =
2 HOIMA SUGAR |(5,779.7 Hectares Copy of Plot
LIMITED (14,281.64 Certificate of boundaries

opened and
land located
as per the
survey file
under
Instruction
to Survey
(I/S) number
MM/2/9414
Plot
currently
utilized by
Kyangwali
Mixed Land
use Project,

According to
the
Judgement :
‘The Omukama
of Bunyoro
Kitara
Kingdom and
Hoima Sugar
are the
lawful
owners of
the land’

10

™NO

CLATMANT

CLATM

BASIS OF CTLAIM

REMARKS

conprised in |

| FRY HQT876

Folio 18
Buhanguzi
Block 2,
Plot 216
Relsvaznt
documents
attached as
annex iwv

ATUGONZA
FRANCIS

1,318 Hectares
(3,256.78 Acres)
of land in
Rwempunu

Customary claim
(coordinates of
boundary
provided)

Police
reports

Customary
claim £all
within the
CFR

Relevant
documents
annexed in
(ii)

i

BITARABEHO
SHABAN
SHABTI
‘TRADING
‘COMPANY
LIMITED

Approximately 10
Acres of Land
encroached.

Purchase
agreements

Land offer from
the LC 1 Mburara
village

Freshold
certificate of
title Block 2
Buhaguzi Plot 291
approximatetly
35.845Ha

Consent
Settlement
order
instructs
the parties
to resurvey
and remove
the

encroachment

S

Portions of
the title

fall within
the reserve.

| Relevant

documents
annexed in
idid

BALIHAMWE
RAJAB

120 Acres of
Cestomary land
in Kibaale LC1
Kyererezi

Offer letter from
the Office of the
Omukama

Claim is
customary
land f£allng
within the
CFR

Relevant
documents
annexed in v

MUGENYTI
EPHRAIMU

2About 377.167
Hectares (%32
Acres) of land
in XKztikara -
Ngogoli,
Kyangwali

Customary land
offer from Bunyoro
Kitara Kingdom
(Bunyoro Customary
Certificate)

The
customary
land claims

falls within

the forest.
Relevant
documents
annexed in

1
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DLB

Letter of No
Objection from NFA
as per approval of
land application
(LAN/1204 dated
26 February

2013)

Letter Efrom
Secretary District
Land Board.

NO CLATMANT CLAIM BASTS QF CLAIM REMARKS
vi

7 RWEMERA 600 Land Purchase Land claim
MAZIRANE Hectares (1482.63 Agreements from falls within
EMMY OF 2 Acres)at Natives Hoima Sugar
BISHAKI Wairagaza ?;Eéfed
FARM village, Kyangwal Land inspection
DEVELOPMENT | 1 sub county fee payment Relevant
S LIMITED receipts to Hoima documents

annexed in
vii

8 BYARUHANGA 517 Hectares of

MATIA, land at
MUTEKANIZA Nyairongo
FRED AND village
ISTINGOMA

ISAAC

Land offer from
Bunyoro Kitara
Kingdom

Land offer from
the Office of the
Omukama

The
customary
land
interest
falls within
the forest

Relevant
documents
attached as
annex viii)

9 KASATJIA
SEREVESTI

500 Acres of
land

Land application

form

Offer letter from
the Office of the
Omukama

Land offer letter
Erom Bunyoro
Kitara Kingdom

Land purchase
agreement

Customary
interests
falling
within the
Bugoma
forest.

Relevant
documents
annexed in
ix

10 SEMATE
CRESTOM

500 Acres of
land in
Nyakanyera,
Hohwa- Kaseeta

Land allocation
letter from
Bunyoro Kitara
Kingdom

Offer letter from
the Qffice of the
Omukama

The
documernts
used as
basis of
claim do not
explicitly
mention the
claimant.

Relevant

| e T LALL MAND ClaALpd BAES LS O ClAlM KREMARKS
COCUmMETIT'S

Paymernt receipts annexed in x|
to Hoima DLG
Purchase agreement
Court Order
arising out of MSc
Application No: 70
of 2017 (Civil
Suit No 016 of
2015)

11 | TUSABOMU 500 Acres of ‘Offer letter from Land within
GERALD, land in the Office of the | the CFR
KIWANUKA | Nyairongo Omukama Relevant
RICHARD AND | Rwenkobe docum@gt?
OTHERS villages, Land allocation ignexe =

Kabwova letter from

Subcounty Bunyoro - Kitara
Kingdom
Court Order
arising out of MSc
Application No: 70
of 2017 (Ciwvil
Suit No 016 of
2015))

12 | REV JOACHIM | 150 Hectares Land offer from Customary
MUGISA (370.65 Acres) the Office of the |land falls
ATEENYI and another 200 Omukama dated | within the

Acres of land in 4/7/2014 and CFR
Katikara - another dated | BaTevant
Ngogoli, 14/4/2016 documents
Kyanmgwali annexed in

Land zllccation xii

from Bunyoro

Kitara Xingdom

dated 21/7/2014

and another dated

22/6/2016

Application letter

to the Omukama of

Bunyoro Kitara

Kingdom

13 MUSTAF2A 2000 Hectares Boundary
ZATDI (M.Z. | (2,942 Acres) of prlan BP
AGENCIES Customary land Grant of customary 1507
LIMITED) at Risaru, land was awarded to | depicts the

Kabwoya Mustafa Zaidi by location of |
286 .5720 | the Omukama of plots 105 :
Hectares (732.g3 |Bunyoro Kitara te be
! | Kingdom. | traversed b |
13
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NO

CLATMANT

CLATIM

BASIS OF CLAIM

REMARKS

Acreg) at
Nyangabi ,
Kimbugu
662.3484
Hectares
(1,636.663
Acres) at

Nyaigugu

Copy of
Certificate of
Title (Volume
MAS21 Folio 18)
Plot 115 Block 21
Buhaguzi

Copy of
Certificate of
Title (Volume
MAS20 Folio 20)
Plot 105 Block 21
Buhaguzi

Consent
judgement under
civil suit
number 20 of
2019.

marked
cornerstone
S
consectutiv
ely running
from number
2, .3, 4
upto 5.
Boundary
plan 1507
leaves plot
105 out of
the forest
regserve

Boundary
plan 1637

depicts the

current
location of
plot 115 to
be
traversed
by marked
cornerstone
&
congecutive
ly running
from number
62, 63, 64,
unto 65.
Boundary
plan 1637
leaves plot
115 out of
the forest
regserve.

Congsent
judgement
between NFA
and MZ
Eurther
cements the
location of
plots 105
and 115 out
of the
forest
reserve.

Relevant
documents
annexed in
Xxiidi

14

TULIPONA

2,000 acres of

Land Allocation

Land
overlaps

14

NC | CLAIMANT CLAIM BASIS OF CLAIM REMARKS
VETERAN'S Customary land from the OCffice of
| ASSOCIATION | at the Omukama | Relevant
Nyairongo, Kabwoo e
ya Tertificate of zggexed =
Incoporation of
Tulipona
15 | KAGANDA 60 Acres of TLand offer from Customary
MUHAMMADI Customary land the Office of the |land
in Kibale Omukama interests.
, fall within
village,
; = the CFR
Kyangwalil Lease offer from
the County Chief, Relevant
Bunyoro Kitara documents
Kingdom annexed in
blavy
16 | OMUHEREZA 72.969 Hectares Copy of Relevant
MURUNGI, of land at Certificate of documents
MIGISA Ndongo Title (Volume | annexed in
MURUNGI AND HQT248 Folio 22) v
KUSEMERERWA plot 118 Block 4
MURUNGI Buhaguzi
Payment receipt
for registration
fees
Purchase agreement
17 | RURALYAR 500 Acres of Land offer letter Relevant
JOHN land in from the office of | documents
Nyairongo the Omukama ap;exed in
village VLl

Land allocation
letter from
Bunyoro Kitara
Kingdom

Court order
arising out of Msc
Application No: 70
of 2017 (Civil
suit No: 016 of
2015)

Payment receipts
for application
and land
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NO | CLATMANT

BASIS OF CLAIM

REMARKS

Land purchase
agreement

18 RUTARO
FRANCTS
EXERVIA

153.632
Hectares, 57.9
Hectares and
40.493 Hectares
of land at
Kisindi/Kibali

Copies of
Certificate of
Titles (Volume
HQT237 Folio 24,
Volume HQT 349
Folio 10 and
Volume HQT 349
Folio 12) Plots
19, 28 and 29
Regpectively all
of Block 21
Buhaguzi

Letters of
Administration
Introduction/Recog
nition letter from
the LC 1

Letter of No
Objection from the
Digtrict Forest
Officer, Hoima

Notice of Forest
encroachment by
NEA

Relevant
documents
annexed in
xvidi

SHABAN

19 | TURYAMUREBA

35.845 Hectares
of land at
Nyabunende

Copy of
Certificate of
Title (Volume
MAS91 Folio 11)
plot 291 Block 2
Buhaguzi

License to Harvest
Timber

Relevant
documents
annexed in
Xix

20 BUGOMA
JUNGLE
LODGE

9.311 Ha located
in Nyakafunjo

Copy of
Certificate of
Title (Vol MAS1L
Folio 24) Plot 109
Block 21 Buhaguzi

Land falls
out of the
CFR
Relevant
documents
annexed in
xX

KYEBAMBE
RUTH)

21 | KATO ALFRED
(KOMUKYEYA
DOREEN AND

1,221 acres of
Customary land
at Mandwiga

1. Introduction
and recognition
LC 1 letter

11. List of
coordinates for
boundary

111. Land offer
leter from the

Customary
land claim
falls in the
CFR

Relevant
documents
annexed in
P

16

WND CLAIMANT CLATIM BASIS OF CLATM REMARKS
Bunyoro Kitara
Kingdom addresses
an offer of
! 764.9%hectares to
Doreen ad Ruth.

22 | PRINCE FRED |2 =g miles o©of Land application Customary
MUGENY I land located at form land claim
ROLAND AND |Katikara- Offer letter from |Zfalls in the
OTHERS Ngogooli LCs the Office of the CFR

Omukama Relevant
documents

Land offer letter annexed in

from Bunyoro xxii

Kitara Kingdom

Memorandum of

lease by Bunyoro

Kitara Xingdom

- Land Board

23 | KYENKYA 342 .2 Hectares Copy of Plot

MARGARET (845.76 acres) Certificate of boundaries

at Nsozi

title ( Volume
HQT594 Folio 11)
Plot 206 and 211
Block 2 Buhaguzi.

opened and
land located
as per the
survey file
under file
under
Instruction
to Survey
(I/S) Numberxr
E/2/2720.
Land £falls
within the
CFR

Relevant
documents
annexed in
xxiid
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Local leader: | have been
imprisoned three times
for defending Bugoma’

BY EPHRAIMKASOZI

eople who speak the

truth about Bugoma

forest like me have

no peace in Kikuube
and Hoima districts for they face
threats and or actual arrests and
imprisonment.

Although the benefits of
Bugoma Forestare meant for
the good ofevery Ugandan, local
people andtheirleaders within
Kikuube Districtlamentthat the
situation has since changed.

Theysay that currently
Bugomaforest reserveisfor
the good of afewindividualsand
companiesandthatasaresult,
anyone raising any objection
would easily be arrested,
charged andimprisoned.

Desire Nkurunziza,ahuman
rights defender saysthatthosein
authority in Kikuube District have
since turned risky foranylocall
community leadertospeakto
the mediaorinaradiotalk show.

“lwantyoutoknow that we
have givenyou the information
but whenyouleave we shall
remainin Police. What I have
observedisthat government
officialsand some otherleaders
donotwant Bugomaforest to
existbecause theyare collecting
alotofmoneyfromit. You
cannotcuttimberyearinyear
outwithout payinglicense to
thedistrictaswellasburning
charcoal. We cannot protestand
fight against the destruction of
Bugoma forest for overfive years

»

without government knowingit,
says Nkurunziza.

Theenvironmentactivist,
Nkurunziza,addsthat the
leaderswhotalk and protest
against Bugomaforest
destruction severally are like
torturingthe governmentthatis
why they (officials) getangryand
torture them too by arresting
andimprisoning them.

“Ihave beenarrested R
three times, withthem 7 \
thinking that| 7 :
willreduce the -
pressure of ,
talkingabout [
Bugoma
forestissues
severally.
Whenever
arresteditis
my property
thatislost
leaving my
children
suffering
andafter
becoming
poorer;
you
will
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not talkabout governmentanymore.

Whenarrested they charge me
with criminal tress pass andinciting
violence,” says Nkurunziza while
holding afile containing courtand
police bond papers.

Nkurunzizareveals that out ofthe
three case files that they opened
against him,one hassince been
dismissed by the courtinHoima
forfailure ofthe state to present
evidenceagainst him.

However, herlamentsthat the
legal tactics employed by the forest
destroyersand those inauthority

tosilence himareanapproachto
make him poor.

“Theyarrest mefrommyarea
inKikuube and from myhome
sometimesat nightand the drive me
toHoimaandonreachingthere,a
police file has been compiled and they
take me to court where they remand
mefirst before applying forbail,”
Nkurunziza cries.

Headdsthatafterbeingreleased
from prison, he againincur costs of
travelling to and from Hoima to report
tocourtinanswering the bond which
isanothercost.

“Afterthis meeting,lassure
youwe are going to start receiving
telephone calls fromthe district but
please publishthisinyourmedia

houses. They openfiles, with witness
statementsand by the time they
cometoarrestyou,thefileisready
forcourtand they take youdirect to
court,”he says.

Nkurunzizaalocal council1
chairperson ofNyairongowhoalso
leads seven othervillagesclaims
that the forest (Bugoma) is full of
soldiersand only those knownorsent
by known people like government
officialsare allowed toenterthe
forestaswellasthe agentswhohave
security guardingthem because they
were given ajob of collecting money
andtosell (rent) plotsin the forest.

He adds: “And we are worried
now that some unscrupulous people
are beginning to peoples’land thatis
adjacenttothe forest reserve under
the guise that they are encroaching
ontheforestreserve.

Lamula Asasira,ahuman rights
activistand resident of Rwembaho
saysthat uponthe commencement
ofthe destruction of Bugomaforest,
womeninthe areaare the most
affected.

She says that the destruction of
thereserve attracted many people
fromthe different parts ofthe
countrywho have destroyed the
reserve while using the gun.

“Whatis most hurtingtousisthat
theyfound us protecting this forest
foryearsand we kept it well while
workingwithNFA butitis nowall
sugarcane plantation and shambas
formaize. Iftheyfind you passing by
andortouchingevensuspectingthat
youare against the development,
theywillbeat you badly and imprison
you,” says Lamula.

Environmentactivists underthe
Save Bugoma Forest Campaign
have now asked the authoritiesin
Kikuube District tostop intimidating
environmentactivists.

“We have seenovertheyears,
activists have beenfacing tramped
upchargesand some ofthemarein
courtandanumberofcasesstaled
at police with noinvestigationsdone,”
theysaid.
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BY JALIRANAMYALO

nvironment activists
have asked the
government to rethink
its position on the
efforts against Bugoma Central
Forest Reserve give away and land
grab.

Underthe Save Bugoma
Forest Campaign, the activists
say that the Bugomaforest
boundary opening report does
not seek to resolve the pending
boundary verification exercises
ordered by the cabinet toensure
the conservation ofthe forest.

The campaign consists of
host communities, civil society
and private sectorentities
whose main objectiveisto
defend Bugoma Forest reserve
fromland grabbing, sugarcane
growing, oil platesamongst
others.

While commending the
Bugomaforest boundary
openingexercise, the activists
say that the report falls short

Bugoma forest survey
report is mockery,
says activists

ofexpectationsandthatit
doesnot solve the protracted
disputesonlandbutratherit
seekstovalidate theillegalities
and land grabbing.

“We are dismayed that
the report doesnot provide
adefinitivefindingon
whether Hoimasugarlimited
encroached on Bugoma CFR
landinsteadit relies onillegally
obtained certificates oftitles,
illegal Environmental Social
Impact Assessment certificate
issued by NEMA, the search
statementsfromthe lands
registry, courtjudgements

Forest reserveland because
the released report does not
addressthatissue.

“The survey report must
indicate the entire 41,142
hectares of Bugoma Forest
reserve whethertheyareintact
andifnot the report should
indicate where the land went,
whoownsitandhowdid they
ownit,”he demands.

The conservationists have
asked the governmentto
urgentlyaddressthe gapsin
the reportand make positive
recommendationsforthe
conservation ofBugomaforest

thatwereissuedtoreacha
finding that Hoima sugaris
utilisinglandleased toit by
the omukama of Bunyoro
Kitara Kingdomwithout
determiningwhetherthe land
inquestioniswithinBugoma
CFRasgazettedareas,” said
Mr Godfrey Twesigye, the
Executive Directorof Waterand
Environment Media Network,
Uganda.

Twesigye asked the lands
ministry and the surveyorsto
availaconclusive findingon
whether Hoima Sugar Limited
encroached on Bugoma Central

reserveland.

Theyalsotaskedthe
surveyorstomake aconclusive
finding as perthe terms of
reference regarding Hoima
SugarLimited encroachment
on Bugomaforest because the
survey reportdoesnotaddress
thatissue.

“We note thatanumber
oftitles have beenobtained,
curved outfromthe forest
reserve land without official
parliamentary approval through
de-gazetting ofthat forest. So
we callupon the ministry oflands
tocancelthosetitles. The report
must show whetherthe forest
stillexistand ifnot, whereisit
andwhich partis still remaining,”
says Twesigye.

He added: “We also seek to
askgovernmenttoensure that
the habitation around Bugoma
CFRisalsopreservedand
provide guarantees thatno
furtherencroachmentwilldo
becauseitiskeyasaraintropical
forest.”

InNovember2023,the
minister of Lands, Housingand
Urban Development, Judith
Nabakooba forwarded the
Bugomaforest survey report
tothe minister of Waterand

Environment.

Thereportwas prepared
by the department of surveys
and mapping followinga 2019
cabinet directive tasking for
the opening ofthe boundaries
of Bugomaforestreserve and
todetermine whether Hoima
SugarLimitedand other
claimantsencroachedonthe
forest reserve.

The cabinet directive was
seenasameasure tosolvea
protracted legal battle between
NFA and the Omukama of
Bunyoro-Kitara Kingdom
jointly with Hoima Sugarand
the Commissionerforland
registration.

Thecasesare pending
hearing and determination
before the Court of Appeal.

In2015Bunyoro - Kitara
Kingdomacquiredalandtitle of
22 square mileswithin 3days
andleased thatland toHoima
Sugar Limited which prompted
National Forestry Authority
(NFA) tofile acase against the
Omukamaof Bunyoro-Kitara
Kingdom, Hoima Sugarand
the Commissionerforland
registration.

The chairperson of
the Save BugomaForest

The survey report
must indicate the en-

tire 41,142 hectares of

Bugoma Forest reser-~
ve whether they are in~
tact and if not the re-
port should indica-

te where the land went,
who owns it and how
did they own it..”

Campaign, Dickens Kamugisha
observesthatallthe problems
affecting Bugoma Forest
reserve happenedwhenthe
commissionerfor Surveysand
Mappingwenttocourtand
testified against NFA that the
contested landisoutside the
forest reserve hence the reason
whyNFA lost the case.
Hesays:“...togetheras
Ugandans we can save Bugoma
forest. We are going to make
sure that we discuss, informyou
ofwhat we are going to be doing
from now onwards toensure
thatthisforestissaved.”
Lookingat thisreport,
Kamugisha saysit doesnot have
any conclusion ofwhat should

be doneandyetthe surveyors
were tasked todoboundary
openingand ensure that
Bugomaforest reservelandis
there.

“Theyhave listed anumber
ofcustomary claimants who
were givenland by the Bunyoro
-KitaraKingdom but the report
does not explain how Bunyoro-
Kitara Kingdomenteredintothe
forest reserve toaward more
than 20 people hectares of
land,”he adds.

According to Kamugisha, the
leaked reportis not explaining
wherethe1600 hectaresare, to
make it 39,492.620 hectares
instead ofthe 41,142 hectares
andwhat should be done to
customary claimantswhoare
occupying the forest land.

“Ifyoulook at this report,
theytellyou it wasdone by
different stakeholders but the
majorones theytalk about
arethe Resident District
Commissioners (RDCs) who
have been harassingusandthe
communities that we cannot
sayanything. The District Police
Commanders (DPCs) who have
beenarresting peopleincluding
journalists and therefore they
have beenwaiting this report for
aspecific purpose not forthe
public good,” he adds.

Kamugisha reveals: “We
areagain goingtoaskthe
communities tosignapetition
tothe presidenttoclearly
expressourdissatisfaction
withthis reportand demand
that anotherindependent
surveyorcarryout the survey
with specificinstructionsto
ensure that the reportidentifies
the specificencroachment. We
shall stillengage the ministry
oflands, ministry ofwaterand
environmentand NFAtomake
sure thatafew things positivein
thisreportareimplemented.”

Jjalirajuma@gmail.com
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Human activities causing hot temperatures - environmentalists

By JALIRANAMYALO

he current high temperatures

have been attributed to

human induced activities

primarily driven by green-
house gas emissions from burning fossil
fuels,deforestation,encroachment on
wetlands and peat lands as well as other
industrial processes leading to air and
water pollution.

Environmentalists say thathuman
activities have significantly altered
naturalenvironmentsinall parts ofthe
world which has contributed greatly to
the stock of greenhouse gasemissionsin
the atmosphere.

They cite examples of releasing
carbondioxide whenfelling trees and

methane fromrice and livestock farming.

JaliahNamubiru, the Programmes
Officerat Environmental Management
forLivelihood Improvement (EMLI)
-Bwaise Facility says that human
activities have limited the ability of
natural systemstoabsorb and store or
sequestercarbonfrom the atmosphere
andfornaturalfeaturesto protect

communities from the increasingly
severeimpacts ofclimate change.

She suggestsforacollection of
approachesthat offerthe potential
toboth reduce and remove emissions
toplayacrucial role in mitigating high
temperaturesand theirassociated
impacts.

Namubiru suggests that there
should be approachesthatinvolve the
protection, restorationand sustainable
management of ecosystemstoaddress
societal challenges and that several
actionscanbe takentomitigate the
impacts ofhigh temperatures and
combat climate change.

“Planting trees and restoring
degradedforestscanhelp sequester
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere,
reducing the greenhouse effect and
mitigating climate change. Trees
also provide shade and cool the
surrounding environment through
evapotranspiration,” she says.

She callsforimplementation
ofpractices suchasagroforestry,
rotational grazing, and conservation

agriculture toimprove soil health,
increase carbon sequestration, and
reduce land degradation thereby
ultimately contributing to climate
resilience.

Othermeasuresisbyincreasing
greenspacesinurbanareas through
the establishment of parks, green roofs,
and community gardens to mitigate
theurban heatisland effect, improve
airquality,and enhance the overall well-
being of urban residents.

“Thereisneedtoprotectand
restore natural habitats and preserving
biodiversity to enhance ecosystem
resilience to climate changeimpacts,
asdiverse ecosystemsare betterable
toadapt toenvironmental changes.
Implementing sustainable water
management practices, suchas
watershed restorationand rainwater
harvesting, canalso help mitigate the
impacts of droughts and water scarcity
exacerbated by climate change,” says
Namubiru.

She guidesthat by engaginglocal
communitiesin nature-based solutions

and providing educationon
theimportance ofecosystem
conservation and sustainable
resource managementcan
fostergreater stewardship of
natural resources and enhance
resilience to climate change.

Anthony Wolimbwa, the
National Coordinator of
Climate Action Network,
Uganda (CAN-U) saysthat the
weatherchangescurrently
faced have coloration with
the destructionofthe
natural reservesand the local
environment.

“Thereiswhat we call
thelocal climate whichis
determined by whatiswithin
yourland; forexample ifyou
areneartheforestreserve,
the temperatures may be hot
buttheairiscool therefore
whennearthetreesthe
temperaturesare cooler. When
you have a healthy eco-system,
eveniftheclimate system
changes, theimpact shallnotbe
asitisnow,” he says.

Wolimbwa says that the
entire globe haswarmedupand
the temperatures have gone
up because ofthe destruction
ofthe environment particularly
loss of forest cover, wetlands
and overconsumption
whichisdriving highlevel of
industrialization that highly
produce global warming gases.

Countries like Uganda back
home, Wolimbwa says that
they have also contributed by
disposing the eco-system by
largely occupying the forests,
water bodiesand wetlands and
something people donot talk
about the soilwhichhasbeen
completely disorganized on the
majority of Uganda’s vulnerable
land. “Slight warming of
temperaturesis causing
climatechange.”

“We are expecting hot
temperatures these months of
Januarytomid-Marchbuttheir
effects have exceeded because
now we are receiving hot nights
withless cold nights. Thisis
attributed toourenvironment
being highly depleted and poor
environment governance which
isanoutcome of poor political
governanceinthe country,”he
says.

Wolimbwa adds that: “If
youwanttoknow howthe
countryis governed,youlook
atthe environment because
environmentisthe most
poorly governed beatinthe
poorly governed states. Where
governments are governing
theircountries well, their
environments are responding
well”

Headds: “Like forour
country (Uganda), our state
is poorly governed because
thereis poorenforcement
ofthe laws, there isimpunity,
corruptionandthereisalso
lack of commitment from
the political class to protect
the environmentwhichisthe
back bone ofthe economy.
Ifyoucheckonthefigures,
thereisinflation because the
environmentis not doingwell.
Ifyoulook at Kampala now,
thereisnoreasonwhy people
should construct houses
without leaving compounds for
treesand greening, thereisno
reason why Uganda National
Roads Authority (UNRA)
should construct roads without
greeningthem eitherby use of
grassesorapprovedtrees.”

Wolimbwa says that
because ofthe decreasingarea
underurbanizationespeciallyin
the central regionandgiventhe
poorconstruction methods,
lack of observance of greening

If you want to know
how the country is §o~
verned, you look at the
environment because
environment is the most
poorly governed beat
in the poorly governed

ot adAan

court, we haveanincrement
inhottemperaturesaround
Kampalaandotherareas,

the temperatureshave to
automaticallygoupduetothe
concretethatiseverywhere
andthereare lessergreen
belts.

The Executive Director
of CivicResponseon
Environment and Development
(CRED), Bashir Twesigye
attributesthehigh
temperaturestodestructionof
key natural reserves like forests
andwetlands.

While citingexamples,
Twesigye says that Bugoma
and Budongoforestsare
situated inthe oil belt where oil
explorationand development
activities are taking place and
thatthe two reservesandother
critical ecosystemswere cited
asimportant environmental
resourcesinwhatisdescribed

ascarbonsinks.

“Theforestsissue was
factoredintotheinitial plan
ofdoingoil explorationand
development where we have
thisintact natural resource

intheoilarea. ltisreally
unfortunate that even before
oil productioncommences,
these resourcesare being
destroyedand it setsoff
balance the Environmental
and SocialImpact Assessment
(ESIA) that were done before
the project. The destruction
ofthe forest underminesthe
environmental plans forthe oil
project,” he states.

According to Twesigye, the
oil projectis being developed
inanenvironmentally stressed
areabecause people cannot
accesswaterwhichtheywere
accessingthrough rivers
fromthe forests and rainfall
supported by the forest.

“Sothe destruction of
theforest meansthat people
lose allthe benefits and this
happensatatimewhenthe
impacts of climate change
areevidentbothinthe nearby
communitiesandinthe cities
and other parts ofthe country.
They certainlynodoubt that
the heat waves we are facing,
floodsand the erratic rains will
become worse,” he adds.

Most surprising, Twesigye
says that governmenthas
developedaprojectfortree
plantinginthe Midwesternarea
atacostofShs70billion.

He says that by planning for
tree plantingyet the country
hasanintact natural forest
thatisbeing destroyed, speaks
totheincoherence that
governmentplanninginallthat
doesnotaddup.

Jjalirgjuma@gmail.com
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BY JALIRANAMYALO

tate Minister for Lands,

Dr Sam Mayanja is on

spot forissuing orders

allowing encroachers
to possess three Central Forest
reserves in Kayunga District
without following the due process
ofthelaw.

Thethreeforestreserves
are Wamale, Kiwulaand Bajjo
forests.

InaMarch52024 letter
toKayungaResident District
Commissioner, the minister
directed that the population
in18villages be provided with
security forthemtoenjoy quiet
possession oftheir purported
bibanjas.

“Thatsinceinreality there
isdefinitely no Bajjoforest, |
directed that the populationin
the18villages be provided with
appropriate security forthemto
enjoy quiet possession of their
bibanja holdinginaccordance
with Article 237(8) ofthe
Constitutionand Presidential
directives of August 22,2013,
April 29,2019 and February 28,
2022,” the ministerwrote.

Heindicated that the
inhabitants already evicted
should be helped by the
governmenttobe returnedto
the bibanja fromwhich they had
beenevicted.

“Ifurtherdirected that
since the Wamale, Kiwulaand
Bajjoforestsare stilllegally
forest reserves, all the title
deeds madethereonarevoidin
accordance with section 59(1a)
oftheland Actasamended. The
commissionerland registration
isconsequentlydirected to
initiate the process ofcancelling
those titles pursuant tosection
91oftheland Act,” reads Dr
Mayanja’sletter.

Theminister'sdirectives
resulted from his February
292024 field visit to Kayunga
District.

However, seniorofficials at

® ® {
a

Minister Mayanja on

spot for allowing
encroachers on forest

the National Forestry Authority
(NFA) said that the minister’s
letterandthe earlierfield visit
were made without consultation
withthe authority, whichisthe
custodian oftheforestsinthe
country.

Speaking on condition of
anonymity, the officials said that
the ministerdid not consult NFA
yetheisnot familiarwith the
matters relatingtomanagement
ofcentralforest reserves.

“Itisunfortunate that the
ministerwho should protect
the government propertyis
Jjustgivingthem contrary to
thedirectives. The purported
bibanjaowners have nolegal

documentsandthe saidland
titlesareillegal,” one ofthem
said.

NFAlegal manager, Moses
Muhumuza says that despite
thedirective, NFAisnot evicting
people; “actually the people
were foundinforest reserve at
the boundary openingand they
requirestobeallowedinthe
forestaslicensees.

“NFA allowed the offers
henceweare notevicting
anybody. The forests talked of;
aforest reserve doesnot mean
treesalone butland reserved for
forestryuseandinthat regard
aforestreserve existsandit
was gazetted to protect the

wood land, the grassland and
itisacatchmentareaforRiver
Sezibwaandthe Nile.| disagree
with the notion ofthe minister,”
he says.

According to Muhumuza, the
peopleintheforestreserve are
licensees of NFAwho are holding
permits.

Muhumuzarevealedthatat
Wamale forest, the land title of
Anne Nsubuga was acquired by
Moses Karangwa anditwassold
tothe Sugar Company.

“Thereisasyndicate by
Karangwa.He acquiredland
titlesinforestand sold themto
companies. Heisnow rallying
localstoclaimthat theyare

beingevicted. Karangwais using the
ministerso that the sugarcompaniescan
take possession ofthe land.Heisusinga
political move to push hisagenda,” added
Muhumuza saying that NFAiscurrently
embroiledin severallegal battles with
theillegal title holders who are proxies of
Karangwa,among them; Morgan Isingoma
onland sold to Kiiramotors and Kayunga
sugarworks.

Minister’s letter

DrMayanja’s letter observed that 60
homesteads were underthe threat of
eviction by the proprietor, Ms Ann Nsubuga
and he directed that she submits her
proposaltothe RDC’s office tosellherland
tothe government.

Healsoaskedthe RDCtoevaluatethe
proposals and forward themto his office for
consequential compensationarrangement
by the Uganda Land Commission.

“Ifurtherdirected that she (Nsubuga)
should notinterfere with the quiet
possession ofthe bibanjaholders on
theland since the bibanja holders have
security ofoccupancy guaranteed by the
constitution under Article 237(8) and as
directed by the presidentin hisdirectives,”
reads the minister'sdirectives.

Theministersaid that at Kataigwa
village, he addressed a gathering of more
than 2000 residentsandinthe presence
oflocalleadersincludingarea Member

About the forest

Bajjo Forest was gazetted under Statutory Instrument No.
176 of 1968, covering 3,373 hectares and managed by NFA.
The forest reserve was re-gazetted in 1998 by Statutory
Instrument No. 63 of 1998. The National Forestry and Tree
Planting Act No.8 of 2003 designed to safeguard defines
such reserves as areas declared to be central forest reserves,
not solely contingent on the presence of trees. The forest
reserves also encompass grassy-woodland areas such as the
cattle corridor utilized in Kayunga District where NFA has
previously issued grazing permits.

The Forest reserves serves as a catchment for Rivers
Ssezibwa and Nile, flowing into Lake Kyoga, Bajjo Central

Forest Reserve is also designated for industrial plantations.

of Parliament, Charles Tebandeke, the
chairmen ofthe local councilsand other
opinionleaders.

“Wamale and Kiwula forests covering
30square miles have beencompletely
wiped out by sugarcane estates. Thisis
the responsibility ofthe NFA. Howeverthe
environmental Protection Police (EPP)
should be replaced by the local security
underthedirectionofthe District security
committee. The forestsare nolongerin
existence forthe EPPtoguard. Allthe 30
square miles are covered by sugarcane
estates with mature sugarcanes being
harvested,” reads the minister’sletter.

Environment minister responds

Inresponse to DrMayanja’s directives,
hiscounterpartinthe Waterand
Environment, Beatrice Anywar (state for
environment) said that NFA has grappled
withencroachment, involvingillegal
cultivation, cattle grazing, illicit forest
produce harvesting,and unauthorized
andillegal titling ofthe Forest Reserve
land which has sometimes culminatedinto
Courtactionagainst the NFA.

Shesaid thattheillegaland
unauthorized titling ofthe Forest Reserves
inKayunga District primarily results from
actions of Kayunga District Land Board
(KDLB) incollusionwith the respective
ArealLand Committees (ALC) inwhichthe
forest reservesare situated.

“In June 2021, Morgan Isingomawith
financing from Kiira Motors Limited
obtainedillegalland titles within Bajjo
Central Forest Reserve. Subsequently,
theillegal titles were transferred to
KiiraMotors Limited, aiding Morganin
compensating the cattle grazers withinthe
forest tofacilitate acquisition ofthe land.
Upon NFA’sdiscovery ofthis situation,
attemptswere made toengage Kiira
Motorsin openingthe acquiredtitlesand
theforesttoavertanticipated disputesbut
unfortunately this effort was not realized,”
Minister Anywarwrote.

Accordingtothe environment minister,
undeterred, NFA continued to proactively
openthe boundaries ofthe forest reserve
topreventencroachmentandinresponse
toNFA’'s persistent protective measures;
Morgan swiftly filed Court Civil Suit No.154
of2021inthe High Court of Ugandaat
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Mukono. The suit seeks to declare NFA a trespasser
ontheforestland and halfNFA mandate onthe forest
reserve.

The ministeralsoindicates that on September1,
2023, Kayunga Sugar Works Limited initiated Civil
SuitNo.2010f2023in the High Court of Uganda at
Mukono against the NFA seeking for court assistance
toclaim possessionofthe forest reserve.

Thecaseisseeking fordeclarationsthat NFAis
atrespasseronforestreservelandthathasbeen
illegally titled by the Sugar Company.

“After numerous efforts by Kayunga Sugar Works
toclaimtheforest reserve, additional individuals
attemptedillegal possession ofthe land. This
compelledthe Authority tointensify forest boundary
patrols leading to the arrest of 9 suspects on January
19,2024 and January 21under Police references

REF:03/19/01/24 and REF:03/21/01/24 respectively.”

She said that investigations are currently
underway forthe criminal cases with a perspective
towards prosecution while simultaneous civil cases
areinthe process oflitigationinthe High Court of
Ugandaat Mukono.

Interventions:

Theministersaid that NFA has actively involved
thelocal community, leaders and the district security
committee to restore the integrity ofthe Central
ForestReserves.

InJune 2021, through collaborative efforts with
the community and leaders, NFA delineated the
boundaries of Bajjo Forest marking them with
concrete pillars.

“...the NFA granted licenses tocommercial tree
farmers and communities adjoining the forest
reserve undercollaborative Forest Management
(CFM). Thisinitiative aims tofacilitate tree plantation
development, ensuring both conservationand
protection ofthe forest reserve while allowing
communities to benefit,” reads the minister’sletter.

NFA continuously detects numerousillegal
land titles within the Forest Reservesin Kayunga.
Complaints have beenformally lodged with the
Ministry of Lands, Housingand Urban Development,
urging thoroughinvestigations and subsequent
cancellation ofthe contested titles.

Anywar says that some local communities
previously benefiting from grazinginthe Forest
Reserves have beeninfluenced by certain politicians
not to transition from grazing to tree planting but
nonetheless, several community members have
already embraced the offers fortree plantingand are
inthe process ofinitiating tree-planting activities.

Jjalirajuma@gmail.com

Titles in Central Forest Reserves in Kayunga District

No. | Name Plot Block Forest Reserve
1 Morgan Isingoma Bajo Central Forest
sold to Kira Motors 2 160 | Reserve
Corporation
2 Morgan Isingoma Bajo Central Forest
sold to Kira Motors 3 160 | Reserve
Corporation
3 Morgan Isingoma Bajo Central Forest
sold to Kira Motors 4 160 | Reserve
Corporation
4 Wonderful Property Bajo Central Forest
9 160
Consult Ltd Reserve
5 Wonderful Property 8 160 Bajo Central Forest
Consult Ltd Reserve
6 Wonderful Property Bajo Central Forest
7 160
Consult Ltd Reserve
7 Wonderful Property 6 160 Bajo Central Forest
Consult Ltd Reserve
8 Wonderful Property Bajo Central Forest
4 160
Consult Ltd Reserve
9 Wonderful Property 2 160 Bajo Central Forest
Consult Ltd Reserve
10 Wonderful Property Bajo Central Forest
2 157
Consult Ltd Reserve
11 Wonderful Property Bajo Central Forest
2 159
Consult Ltd Reserve
12 Ssemuga Badiru 9 14 Kiula Central Forest
Reserve
13 Katende Peter Wamale Central
16 155
Forest Reserve
14 Katende Peter Wamale Central
15 155
Forest Reserve
15 Katende Peter Wamale Central
2 155
Forest Reserve
16 | Baduzi Yahaya 44 156 | YWamale Central
Forest Reserve
17 Baduzi Yahaya 8 156 Wamale Central
Forest Reserve
18 Kayunga sugar Bajo Central Forest
1 151
works | || Reserve
Court Cases affecting Central Forest Reserves in
Kayunga District
Parties Case Forest Reserve
Number
1 National Forestry Authority | C.S Kiula Central Forest
Versus Ssemuga Badru No.102 | Reserve
of 2019
2 Modern Agri Infra Ltd Versus | C.S Bajo and Kiula
National Forestry Authority No.214 | Central Forest
of 2021 Reserves
3 Modern Agri Infra Ltd Versus | C.S Bajo and Kiula
National Forestry Authority No.18 Central Forest
of 2020 | Reserves
4 Kajeke Wilfred and | C.S Bajo Central Forest
Wonderful Properties | No.114 | Reserve
Consults Ltd Versus | of 2018
National Forestry Authority
6 Isingoma Morgan Versus |C.S Bajo Central Forest
National Forestry Authority No.154 | Reserve
of 2021
7 Baduzi Yahaya Versus | C.S Bajo Central Forest
National Forestry Authority No.88 Reserve
of 2017
8 Kayunga Sugar Works Ltd | C.S Bajo Central Forest
Versus National Forestry | No.201 Reserve
Authority of 2023







